























































































	Part CXXXIX.  Bulletin 126(Charter Schools
	Chapter 1. General Provisions
	§101. Purpose, Scope, and Effect
	§103. Definitions
	A. R2awwords defined in this Section shall have the meanings set forth below whenever they appear in this policy, unless:
	1. the context in which they are used clearly requires a different meaning; or
	2. a different definition is prescribed for a particular provision.
	Appropriate Technical Infrastructure—any servers, programs, internet access, and/or management systems that allow user interaction, provide sufficient bandwidth to host courses or online services, and sustain peak periods of usage without a reduction ...



	§105. Purpose of Charter Schools
	A. R2aw7 0 R/XYZ 41 6c7n3 was enacted by the Louisiana Legislature to create a structure whereby city, parish, and other local public school boards and BESE can authorize the creation of innovative kinds of independent public schools for students in L...

	§107. Types of Charter Schools
	A. A type 1 charter school is a new school operated as the result of and pursuant to a charter between the nonprofit corporation created to operate the school and a local school board.


	Chapter 3. Charter School Authorizers
	§301. Charter School Authorizers
	§303. BESE Authorizing Responsibilities
	A. BESE, as the authorizer of type 2, type 4, and type 5 charter schools, has the following authorizing responsibilities:
	1. to implement a comprehensive application process with fair procedures and rigorous criteria that results in applications recommended for approval that demonstrate strong capacity for establishing and operating a quality charter school;
	2. to review each proposed charter in a timely manner to determine whether each charter school application complies with the charter school law and this bulletin and whether the application is valid, complete, financially well-structured, educationall...
	3. to enter into any proposed Type 2, Type 4, or Type 5 charter only after there has been a specific determination by BESE that the proposed school will be operated in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws, rules, and regulations; that...
	4. to enter into performance contracts with approved charter schools that articulate the rights and responsibilities of each party regarding school autonomy, expected outcomes, measures for evaluating success or failure, performance consequences, oper...
	5. to direct the Department of Education in providing adequate administrative and programmatic support and oversight; monitoring compliance; measuring progress; and implementing interventions, when necessary, with respect to type 2, type 4 and type 5 ...
	6. to implement a transparent and rigorous process that uses comprehensive academic data and financial, legal, and contractual reporting and compliance to make merit-based recommendations for charter extension, renewal, and revocation.


	§305. BESE Duties Relating to Charter Schools
	A. BESE has the following duties relating to charter schools:
	1. subject to the availability of funds, to administer loans pursuant to the Charter School Law for assisting in meeting the costs required to establish a charter school as well as the costs of operation;
	2. to determine the policy and provide direction to the Department of Education for providing oversight of the operation of charter schools chartered by BESE;
	3. upon the request of any school system with fewer than 5,000 students, to provide technical assistance to the system in determining the potential financial impact of any proposed charter school on the operation of the system;
	4. to notify local school boards of the receipt of any Type 2 charter school application for a school which is proposed to be located within the district. In addition, the local board as well as other interested groups shall be allowed to provide writ...
	5. to fulfill all other obligations created by state and federal law with respect to students attending charter schools.


	§306. Local School Board Authorizing Responsibilities
	A. Local school boards, as the authorizer of type 1 and type 3 charter schools, have the following authorizing responsibilities:
	1. except as otherwise provided herein relating to local school systems in academic crisis, as defined in Bulletin 111, §4901, to review and formally act upon each charter proposal submitted in conducting such a review, the local school board shall de...
	2. engage in a transparent application review process that complies with the latest Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School Authorizing, as promulgated by the National Association of Charter School Authorizers, and shall provide for an ind...
	3. make public through its website, and in printed form upon request, the guidelines for submitting a charter proposal, all forms required for submission of a charter proposal, the timelines established for accepting and reviewing charter proposals, t...
	4.  prior to approving a charter for a Type 1 or Type 3 school, to hold a public meeting for the purpose of considering the proposal and receiving public input. Such meeting shall be held after reasonable efforts have been made by the local school boa...


	§307. Local School Board Duties
	A. Local school boards have the following duties relating to charter schools:
	1. to report any charter entered into; and to report the number of schools chartered, the status of those schools, and any recommendations relating to the charter school program to BESE no later than July 1 of each year;
	2. provide each charter school with the criteria and procedures that will be used when considering whether to renew a school’s charter;
	3. to notify the chartering group in writing of any decisions made relative to the renewal or nonrenewal of a school’s charter not later than January 31 of the year in which the charter would expire. A notification that a charter will not be renewed s...
	4. to make available to chartering groups any vacant school facilities or any facility slated to be vacant for lease or purchase at up to fair market value. In the case of a type 2 charter school created as a result of a conversion, the facility and a...
	5. if requested by a charter school, provide transportation services to a charter school student pursuant to R.S. 17:158.
	a. The charter school shall reimburse the local school board for the actual cost of providing such transportation unless an amount less than the actual cost is agreed upon by both parties.



	§309. BESE and Local Charter Authorizer Reporting Requirements
	A. All charter authorizers including BESE and local school boards shall notify state legislators regarding initial charter school proposals and applications according to the following requirements.
	1. At the time a chartering group submits its initial proposal or application to operate a charter school, the chartering authority shall notify each state senator and state representative in whose district the charter school is to be located that suc...
	2. Such notification shall be limited to the date the proposal or application was submitted, the charter authorizer to which the proposal or application was submitted, the type of charter school the chartering group seeks to operate, and the location ...
	3. The charter authorizer shall also notify each state senator and state representative in whose district the charter school is to be located whether the proposal or application to operate a charter school was approved or denied.
	4. The notifications shall be sent by both postal mail and electronic mail to each legislator’s district office.
	5. This Section shall not apply to renewals of the charter of an existing charter school.


	§311. Application Process for Locally-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. Application Cycle
	1. Local school boards shall accept charter applications from applicants according to the local district timeline established by the department and approved by BESE. BESE shall approve at least one charter application cycle for the local district time...
	2. Local school boards may request supplementary materials once the initial application has been submitted. Final decisions regarding the approval of charter applications must be made by local school boards according to the local district charter appl...
	3. Prior to the consideration of a charter school proposal by any local school board, each charter applicant shall be afforded the opportunity to provide a written response to the independent evaluation of the application. Such response shall be avail...
	4. The local board shall send to the charter applicant, either by electronic means or hand delivery, the final evaluation and recommendations of the third-party evaluator. Such information shall be sent no later than five business days prior to the me...
	5. The local school board shall notify the department of the receipt of charter applications and any board action taken on such applications in accordance with procedures developed as part of the local district timeline.
	6. If a proposal is not approved by the local school board and then also not approved by BESE within the same approval cycle, then the proposal shall be submitted to the local school board for its consideration during the next approval cycle prior to ...

	B. Common Charter Application
	1. Each local school board shall use a common charter application developed by the department and approved by BESE, but may request additional information from applicants as needed.
	2. BESE shall annually approve the common application to be used by local school boards. If there are no changes to be made to the common application from a previous year, BESE will not be required to vote to approve the common charter application.

	C. Appeals to State Process
	1. If a charter applicant believes that a local school board has not complied with the requirements in §306 of this policy, the charter applicant may submit its proposal to BESE for its review and approval as a type 2 charter as part of the annual req...
	a. Upon local receipt of the application from the local charter applicant, the department shall investigate and make a determination as to whether the local school board failed to comply with §306 of this policy.
	b. If the department determines that the local school board failed to comply with §306, it shall notify the local school board of that determination within 30 days, and BESE may proceed with its own review of the charter application.

	2. The charter applicant may submit a proposal to BESE for its review and approval as a type 2 charter for other reasons as provided for in §503 of this bulletin.

	D. Partnerships with the Department
	1. A local school board may enter into an agreement with the Louisiana Department of Education by which the department will conduct the local school board’s charter application and evaluation process, Local school boards that have entered into such ag...
	2. The department shall create the process and timeline by which such agreements can be created and implemented.


	§313. Local School Board Consideration of Charter Application, Awarding of Charters
	A. Local school boards shall carefully review each type 1 and type 3 charter school application they receive and may approve a charter application only after it has made a specific determination whether each proposed charter complies with the law and ...


	Chapter 5. Application and Approval Process for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	§501. Organization of Nonprofit Corporation

	Chapter 7. Charter School Contract for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	§701. Charter School Contract with BESE
	A. Following charter application approval by BESE, approved nonprofit corporations must complete pre-opening requirements developed by the department.
	B. The department may condition the execution of the charter contract or the opening of a school on completion of one or more pre-opening requirements.
	C. The charter school contract shall represent the legal agreement between BESE and the charter operator, which defines the rights and responsibilities of the parties.
	D. The charter school contract shall define the performance standards to which the charter school will be held accountable and the general terms and conditions under which the charter school will operate. The charter school contract template shall inc...
	1. provisions regarding the establishment of the charter school;
	2. the operation of the charter school;
	3. charter school financial matters;
	4. charter school personnel;
	5. charter term, renewal and revocation; and
	6. other provisions determined necessary by BESE.

	E. The charter school contract shall also include exhibits that provide detailed information about the terms and conditions under which the school will operate.
	F. Each contract entered into by BESE for the operation of a charter school shall contain provisions set forth in a standard contract template; however, BESE shall not be precluded from allowing for provisions that may be specific to an individual cha...
	G. Any contracts entered into between a charter operator and a management organization shall:
	1. set forth material terms including but not limited to: performance evaluation measures; methods of contract oversight and enforcement by the charter school board; compensation structure and all fees to be paid to the management organization; and co...
	2. contain provisions relative to the submission of documents, including but not limited to student records and financial information, upon request and in a timely manner. The contract shall specify that any documents not provided by a management orga...

	H. Contracts between charter operators and management organizations may be reviewed by the department to ensure compliance with the provisions of Subsection D of this Section. Any contracts entered into between charter operators for the provision of s...

	§703. Performance Measures
	A. The charter school contract shall provide for specific student performance, financial, and legal and contractual standards which must be met by the charter operator during the term of the charter contract.

	§705. Contract Execution
	A. A duly authorized officer of the board of directors of the charter operator shall sign the charter contract on behalf of the charter operator.
	B. The president of BESE shall sign the charter contract on behalf of BESE.
	C. The charter contract shall not be fully executed until the charter operator completes all pre-opening requirements identified for completion prior to contract execution.


	Chapter 9. Opening of Charter School
	§901. Timeline for Opening of BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. A BESE-authorized charter school shall begin operation by not later than 24 months after the final approval of the charter at a BESE meeting, or upon notification to BESE if opening additional approved charter schools pursuant to §519 of this bulle...
	B. If a charter school fails to begin operation within the time periods set forth in §901.A, the charter for that school shall be automatically revoked although a new charter may be proposed in a subsequent application cycle.
	C. A BESE-authorized charter school shall not begin operation sooner than eight months after approval of the charter school has been granted, unless BESE or the state superintendent agrees to a lesser time period.


	Chapter 11. Ongoing Review of Charter Schools
	§1101. Evaluation for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	§1103. Alternate Extension and Renewal Standards for Certain BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. BESE may approve alternate extension and renewal standards for a charter school serving a unique student population or populations, or for a charter school that is not included in the Louisiana School and District Accountability System provided that:
	B. The department shall develop the alternate extension and renewal standards framework and shall engage with charter schools requesting use of such framework to dof the cl7 0.0]/S/GoTo>><</A 9441 0 R/Title(Bnot inautho 6DS2 student records and fina8 0.0]/itle(A. BESE ification to ih chchaE7 0Rm. cha th1haE7 0Rm. cha prehr sThe charter school performance ,gevid the su4wd of lude anudent recor9se  framework to dof the cl7 he been granted, unless BESE or the  ihsch9at school scmance com9YZ 4n anuden<</A 919 0 R/Next 912f the cl7 he btabl/Parndividual cha...)>><</D[34 0 R/XYA7ancial information, ,.0]/S/GoTo>><</A>><</D[34 0 R/XYA7ancial i8The charte0pe charte0pe charte0pe cha7he cl7 he been granttension822 547 0.0]/S/e alternate extension and renewal standards frv 97l inSZ 4n anuden<</A 9<</A 951  97l inSZ 4n anuden<</A 9<</A 951 u aewal and revocati8nOAdu4renewal and ement bri 94 9<</eMancfnudt forth in a stamework and oved chaganizat bgrloal inSZ s8arecords and fina8 0.0]/itle(A.mbnd revocation; an94 9<</eMancfnudt fogt9<</A 951 u aAGoTo>nernate extensir ract templw8nce ,gevid thegooud0<school fails <</A 9mandh charter schools 0 R/Nel.3nd emi

	§1105. Intervention Process for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. The charter school performance compact may include an intervention process that articulates the steps the Department of Education may take should a school fall out of compliance with requirements outlined in the charter school performance compact, ...


	Chapter 13. Charter Term
	§1301. Initial Charter
	A. An approved charter shall be valid for an initial term of four years.
	B. A charter operator shall have a right to operate a charter school during its initial four year term unless the charter is revoked or surrendered.
	C. A charter operator's right to operate a charter school shall cease upon the expiration of the initial four year term, unless the charter operator is granted an extension to operate for a fifth year.

	§1303. Extension Review for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. Each charter school shall be reviewed by its chartering authority after the completion of the third year of operation. If the charter school is achieving its stated goals and objectives pursuant to its approved charter, then the chartering authorit...
	B. Each type 2, type 4, and type 5 charter school's extension review shall be used to determine if the school will receive a one-year extension, as follows.
	1. Each charter school shall be reviewed based on academic, financial, and organizational performance data collected by the Department of Education as provided for in the charter school performance compact in order to provide relevant information to B...
	2. For the 2018 and beyond extension processes, in order to be eligible for extension:
	a. a turnaround school, qualified to receive a letter grade of “T” per Bulletin 111, §1105, school has
	(i.) earned a letter grade of “D” or higher based on performance data from the school’s third year of operation; or
	(ii). earned a progress index equivalent to a letter grade of “A” based on performance data from the school’s third year of operation.

	b. a non-turnaround school shall have earned a letter grade of “D” or higher based on performance data from the school’s third year of operation;
	c. a school approved by BESE to be evaluated using an alternate framework pursuant to §1103 of this bulletin shall have met the standards for extension provided for in such approved framework.

	3. For the 2017 extension process, in addition to the 2017 school performance score and letter grade, the department shall calculate a school performance score and letter grade for each charter school being considered for extension based on the formul...
	4. The state superintendent shall recommend that BESE extend the charter for any charter school meeting the extension eligibility criteria above, unless the charter school has significant, intentional, or repeated non-compliance with financial or orga...
	5. If a charter school has not earned a letter grade in its third year of operation, or if the charter school fails to meet any of the standards set forth in Paragraph B.2 of this Section, or if the charter school has one or more outstanding issues or...



	Chapter 15. Charter Renewal
	§1501. Renewal of Charter
	§1503. BESE Processes for Charter Renewal (Formerly §§1502 and 1503)
	A. For each BESE-authorized charters school in the final year of operation under its current charter term, the state superintendent shall make a recommendation to BESE as to whether the charter should be renewed, and if so, the length of the proposed ...
	B. A BESE-authorized charter school may be renewed at the discretion of BESE if all requirements set forth in law and policy for the renewal of a charter have been met.
	C. The process for renewing a school charter shall be based on a thorough review of the charter school's academic, financial, and organizational performance as provided for in the charter school performance compact.
	D. BESE will rely on data from the state’s assessment and accountability program as objective and verifiable measures of student achievement and school performance. Student performance is the primary indicator of school quality; therefore, BESE will h...

	§1505. Eligibility for Renewal for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools (Formerly §1503.B)
	A. For initial renewals during the 2018 and beyond renewal processes, a BESE-authorized charter school receiving a letter grade of “F” in the prior academic year will not be eligible for renewal, unless one of these conditions are met:
	1. the charter school is a school approved by BESE to be evaluated using alternate renewal standards pursuant to §1103 of this bulletin and has met such alternate standards; or
	2. the school is a turnaround charter school that qualified to receive a letter grade of “T” per Bulletin 111, §1105 and has earned a progress index equivalent to a letter grade of “A.”

	B. For subsequent renewals during the 2018 and beyond renewal processes, a BESE-authorized charter school receiving a letter grade of “D” or “F” in the prior academic year will not be eligible for renewal, unless one of these conditions are met:
	1. the charter school is a school approved by BESE to be evaluated using alternate renewal standards pursuant to §1103 of this bulletin and has met such alternate standards; or
	2. the charter school has a current letter grade of “D,” or an equivalent SPS and:
	a. has received a letter grade of “C” or an equivalent SPS for more than half of the letter grades received during the charter’s current term and the final letter grade received in charter school’s prior term; or
	b. has earned a progress index equivalent to a letter grade of “A” in the most recent year and for more than half of the progress indices received during the charter’s current term and the final progress index received during the charter school’s prio...
	i. For years in which the school does not earn a progress index, a progress index may be calculated using the available data for that year.


	C. If, in the state superintendent’s judgment, the non-renewal of a charter school that does not meet the criteria for renewal in its initial or subsequent charter term would likely require many students to attend lower performing schools, upon the st...
	D. For the 2017 renewal process, in addition to the 2017 school performance score and letter grade, the department shall calculate a school performance score and letter grade for each charter school being considered for renewal based on the formula th...
	E. The state superintendent of education may recommend a corrective action plan as a condition for renewal for any charter school that is eligible for renewal, but fails to fully meet any performance expectations of the charter school performance comp...
	F. A recommendation for non-renewal may also include a recommendation that a new charter provider operate the school.

	§1507. Renewal Term Length for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools (Formerly §1503.C)
	A. For each charter school meeting the eligibility criteria for renewal in §1503 of this bulletin, the state superintendent shall recommend that BESE renew of the charter for a specified number of years as provided for in Subsection C of this section,...
	B. For those charter schools the state superintendent recommends for renewal, the state superintendent shall recommend a renewal term length as follows:
	1. the state superintendent shall recommend a minimum renewal term length based on the charter school’s current letter grade; and
	2. the state superintendent may recommend a term of years longer than the minimum renewal term length through the optional addition of one or more years to the minimum renewal term length in recognition of the charter school’s financial and organizati...

	C. The state superintendent shall recommend renewal term lengths in accordance with the table below.
	D. Notwithstanding the above:
	1. the state superintendent may recommend a renewal term that is up to two years shorter than the minimum term length specified above, which shall be no shorter than three years in any case, for a charter school:
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	§1509. Automatic Renewal of BESE-Authorized Charter Schools (Formerly §1503.G)
	A. A charter school which has met or exceeded for the three preceding school years the benchmarks established for it in accordance with the school and district accountability system, has demonstrated growth in student academic achievement for the thre...


	Chapter 16. School Closure
	§1601. Closure of BESE-Authorized Charter Schools

	Chapter 17. Revocation
	§1701. Reasons for Revocation
	A. An authorizer may revoke a school's charter any time prior to the expiration of a charter operator's five-year term following initial approval or prior to the expiration of its subsequent renewal, if such is granted pursuant to Chapter 15 of this b...
	1. committed a material violation of any of the conditions, standards, or procedures provided for in the approved charter;
	2. failed to meet or pursue within the agreed timelines any of the academic and other educational results specified in the approved charter;
	3. failed to meet generally accepted accounting standards of fiscal management;
	4. violated any provision of law or BESE policy applicable to a charter school, its officers, or employees.

	B. BESE may also revoke a schools charter if:
	1. the health, safety, and welfare of students is threatened;
	2. any other reasons for revocation listed as such in a charter school's charter contract.


	§1703. Revocation Proceedings

	Chapter 18. Voluntary Relinquishment of a BESE-Authorized Charter
	§1801. Voluntary Relinquishment of a BESE-Authorized Charter
	A. If the operator or board of a BESE authorized charter school determines that it can no longer operate the charter school, it shall relinquish the charter to BESE at least 90 days prior to the beginning of the next school year.
	B. Failure to relinquish a charter at least 90 days prior to the beginning of the next school year may result in BESE declining to accept a charter application submitted by that operator to BESE for up to five years. If at any time during this period,...


	Chapter 19. Amendments to BESE-Authorized Charters
	§1901. Charter Amendments
	A. Any modification to the provisions of a school's charter contract or proposed charter prior to the execution of a charter contract shall constitute an amendment to the charter. An amendment may be material or non-material, as defined in this bullet...
	B. All charter amendment requests or notices, as applicable, must be submitted by the charter operator.
	C. No charter amendment shall be the basis of extending the duration of the school's original charter.

	§1903. Material Amendments for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. A material amendment to a charter contract or proposed charter prior to the execution of the charter contract is an amendment that makes substantive changes to a charter school's governance, operational, or academic structure. Material amendments i...
	1. creation of or change in corporate partnership, assignment of charter contract, or addition of or changes in management organization;
	2. the addition of new grade levels;
	3. changes in student enrollment which result in enrollment in excess of 120 percent of the total number of students set forth in the school’s charter, as applicable;
	4. changes in admission requirements other than the removal of one or more admission requirements, if applicable;
	5. changes in any option expressed in the charter contract exhibit with respect to collective bargaining;
	6. changes in LEA status for type 4 charter schools in Orleans Parish pursuant to §2303 of this bulletin;
	7. changes in school location for Type 2 charter schools; and
	8. any changes to the charter contract not specifically identified as non-material amendments that the state superintendent determines to be material changes.

	B. A material amendment to a charter must be approved by an affirmative vote of at least a majority of the membership of BESE.
	C. The charter operator shall submit a request for a material amendment to its charter in compliance with all timelines and pursuant to all guidance, forms, and/or applications developed and set forth by the Department of Education.
	D. The LDE shall make recommendations to BESE on each material amendment request it receives from a charter operator that requires BESE approval.
	E. BESE shall delegate authority to the department to approve a material amendment regarding the addition of new grade levels or changes in student enrollment which result in enrollment in excess of 120 percent of the total number of students set fort...
	1. The charter school has:
	a. a current letter grade of “C” or higher or an equivalent SPS, or
	b. a current letter grade of “D” or higher or an equivalent SPS, and a progress index equivalent to a letter grade of “A”; and

	2. The charter school’s most recent designations for financial and organizational performance under the charter school performance compact are “Meets Most Expectations” or “Meets All Expectations.”

	F. Should the state superintendent deny the charter operator’s request pursuant to Subsection E of this section, the charter operator may subsequently seek approval from BESE.
	G. When time is of the essence and circumstances require immediate consideration of a material amendment request, a committee composed of the state superintendent, BESE president, and School Innovation and Turnaround Committee shall have interim autho...

	§1905. Non-Material Amendments for  BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. A non-material amendment to a charter is an amendment that makes non-substantive changes to a school's charter. Non-material amendments may include:
	1. changes to the name, mailing address, telephone, and/or facsimile number of the charter school;
	2. the removal of one or more admission requirements;
	3. changes to the designated contact person for the charter operator or changes to the contact person located at the charter school site; and
	4. changes in any option expressed in the charter contract exhibits with respect to the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana.

	B. The charter operator shall provide the Department of Education with written notification of a non-material amendment to its charter within five days of board approval in compliance with all requirements set forth by the Department of Education. A n...


	Chapter 21. Charter School Governance
	§2101. Board of Director Composition
	§2103. Board Member Responsibilities
	A. The board of directors of each charter operator shall be responsible for implementing the public charter school program proposed in its charter application, complying with and carrying out the provisions of the charter school contract and complying...
	B. The board of directors of each charter operator shall operate in accordance with its duly adopted bylaws, which shall include a conflicts of interest policy that is consistent with applicable law including, but not limited to, the Louisiana Code of...
	C. The board of directors of each charter operator shall comply with all requirements set forth by the Louisiana Nonprofit Corporations Law and Louisiana Secretary of State and shall remain in good standing during the term of its charter.
	D. The board of directors of each charter operator shall comply with all laws applicable to public bodies including, but not limited to, the Louisiana Open Meetings Law, the Louisiana Public Records Law, and the Code of Governmental Ethics.
	E. The board of directors of each charter operator is responsible for the sound fiscal management of the charter school.
	F. The board of directors of each charter operator shall exercise final authority in matters affecting the charter school including, but not limited to, staffing, financial accountability, and curriculum.
	G. Each member of the governing authority or management board of a charter school shall annually file a financial statement in accordance with R.S. 42:1124.3

	§2107. Prohibitions
	A. No member of BESE shall be a member of the board of directors of any Type 2, Type 4, or Type 5 charter school.


	Chapter 23. Charter School Funding
	§2301. State Funding

	Chapter 25. Charter School Fiscal Responsibilities
	§2501. Qualified and Competent Business ProfessionalError! Bookmark not defined.

	Chapter 27. Charter School Recruitment and Enrollment
	§2701. Students Eligible to Attend BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	§2703. Enrollment Capacity for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. A charter school shall not enroll more than 120 percent of the total number of students that it is authorized to enroll pursuant to its approved charter contract unless approved to do so pursuant to §1902 of this bulletin.
	B. In determining the enrollment permitted in each school year, a charter school shall determine the enrollment authorized in its approved charter with respect to the individual school year. Charter schools are not authorized to a cumulative 20 percen...
	C. For type 5 charter schools participating in a unified enrollment system administered by the recovery school district, the charter contract may permit the maximum number of enrolled students per grade to be determined each year in accordance with pr...
	D. In the event of a federally-declared disaster in Louisiana or surrounding states, the state superintendent may approve a charter school to exceed 120 percent of the total number of students that it is authorized to enroll pursuant to its approved c...


	Chapter 28. Transportation
	§2801. Transportation Requirements for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools

	Chapter 29. Charter School Staff
	§2901. Employment of Staff at BESE-Authorized Charter Schools

	Chapter 31. Notification Requirements for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	§3101. Required Notifications for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. The charter operator shall notify the Department of Education in a timely manner of any conditions that may cause it to vary from the terms of its charter, state law, or BESE policy.
	B. The charter operator shall notify the Department of Education of any circumstance requiring the closure of the charter school including, but not limited to:
	1. a natural disaster, such as a hurricane, tornado, storm, flood or other weather related event;
	2. other extraordinary emergency; or
	3. destruction of or damage to the school facility.

	C. The charter operator shall notify the Department of Education of the arrest of any members of the charter school's board of directors, employees, contractors, subcontractors, or any person directly or indirectly employed by the charter operator for...
	D. The charter operator shall notify the Department of Education of a default on any obligation, which shall include debts for which payments are past due by 60 days or more.
	E. The charter operator shall notify the Department of Education of any change in its standing with the office of the Louisiana Secretary of State.
	F. The charter operator shall notify the Department of Education no later than the end of the calendar month if its enrollment decreases by 10 percent or more compared to the most recent pupil count submitted to the Department of Education and/or BESE.
	G. If the charter operator has contracted with a management organization and such contract is terminated or not renewed, it shall provide written notification to the Department of Education within two business days stating the reasons for the terminat...
	1. For a type 5 charter school, the charter operator shall submit a formal plan for the continued operation of the school to the state superintendent of education within 10 days of written notification of the contract’s termination. If no plan is rece...
	2. Failure of the board to notify the Department of Education about loss of the management organization within two business days may result in BESE rendering the charter operator or a majority of its board members ineligible to operate a charter schoo...

	H. The charter operator shall notify the Department of Education should the charter operator’s chief executive officer or president of the charter school’s governing board change. Such notification shall be made within two business days of the officia...


	Chapter 33. Complaint Procedures
	§3301. Charter Operator Complaint Procedures for BESE-Authorized Charter Schools
	A. Each charter operator shall maintain a complaint procedure through which parents, guardians, or other individuals or groups can appeal to the nonprofit corporation board of directors to address any issues or problems such individuals seek redress to.
	B. Charter operator complaint procedures should, at a minimum, address any forms that must be completed by a complainant, the progression of a complaint, and the timeframes for consideration and action.
	C. The department may investigate a parent complaint it receives about a charter school authorized by BESE, and the charter operator shall provide information requested by the department to aid in such investigation.


	Chapter 37. Virtual Charter Schools
	§3701. Application of this Bulletin
	A. All rules, requirements, and regulations established in this Bulletin 126—Charter Schools shall apply to the authorization and operation of any virtual charter school, except as specifically set forth in Bulletin 741—Louisiana Handbook for School A...

	§3703. Curriculum in Virtual Charter School
	A. The virtual charter school shall ensure that all course content is being used under an appropriate and valid license and shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless BESE, the department, and the students and parents for any claims of non-compliance.
	B. The virtual charter school shall make courses available to all students by complying with web accessibility guidelines and standards (W3C, section 508, and Louisiana and institutional guidelines) to the maximum extent reasonably possible.

	§3705. Technical Requirements for Virtual Charter Schools
	A. The following technical specifications are required for all virtual charter schools:
	1. enrolled students will have access to appropriate technical access;
	2. provide each student enrolled in the program with all the necessary instructional materials;
	3. provide each full-time student enrolled in the program who qualifies for free or reduced-price school lunches under the National School Lunch Act, is considered at-risk for the purpose of calculating funding through the Minimum Foundation Program, ...
	a. all equipment necessary for participants in the virtual instruction program, including, but not limited to, a computer, computer monitor, and printer, if a printer is necessary to participate in the program; and
	b. access to or reimbursement for all Internet services necessary for online delivery of instruction;

	4. the virtual charter school will have the appropriate license to allow student/teacher usage of the proprietary technology through a license agreement with the owner of the technology;
	5. timely and appropriate technical support, as described in the charter operator’s application;
	6. course technical requirements will be provided prior to enrollment;
	7. the appropriate technical infrastructure to support their course offerings for effective course delivery.


	§3707. Virtual Charter School Funding
	A. For purposes of funding, each Type 2 virtual charter school shall be funded in accordance with the provisions of §2301 of this bulletin, except that the local portion of the per pupil amount received pursuant to the Minimum Foundation Program formu...
	B. Any Type 1, 3, 4 or 5 virtual charter school shall be funded in accordance with the provisions of §2301 of this bulletin with no exceptions.


	Chapter 39. Corporate Partnerships
	§3901. Corporate Partnerships and Enrollment
	A. Notwithstanding geographic or other requirements for enrollment contained in this bulletin, a charter agreement may provide, initially or by amendment, for the enrollment of and an enrollment preference for dependent children of permanent employees...
	B. Up to 50 percent of the school's maximum enrollment may be reserved for the enrollment of such children.
	C. The charter agreement shall specify both the school's maximum enrollment and the maximum proportion set aside for implementation of this enrollment preference.
	D.  An enrollment preference established as part of the corporate partnership defined in this Chapter shall not be implemented in a way that displaces children enrolled at the school at the time the charter agreement or amendment providing for the pre...
	E. Enrollment at the school shall otherwise be as provided by this Chapter except that the requirement of R.S. 17:3991(B)(1)(a)(i) shall apply to and be based upon only students who are not dependent children of permanent employees of a corporate part...

	§3903. Requirements for Corporate Partnerships
	A. A corporate partner is any legal entity, whether for profit or not for profit, registered with the secretary of state, except a corporation identified in R.S. 18:1505.2(L)(3), that has, acting individually or as part of a consortium of corporations...
	1. the land on which the school is built;
	2. the school building or the space the school occupies. If the corporate partner is leasing the building or space to the school, the enrollment preference or board membership may only be provided in the charter agreement if the lease provides that th...
	3. major renovations to the existing school building or other capital improvements including major investments in technology.

	B. For purposes of this Chapter, a major renovation to the existing school building means changes that provide significant opportunities for substantial improvement including but not limited to:
	1. a structural change to the foundation, roof, floor, or interior or exterior walls or extension of an existing facility to increase its floor area;
	2. an extensive alteration of an existing facility, such as a change in its function or purpose, even if such renovation does not include any structural change to the facility.

	C. A major investment in technology includes but is not limited to a donation of:
	1. hardware;
	2. software;
	3. internet access;
	4. internet hardware;
	5. enterprise systems;
	6. software licenses;
	7. smart board technology; or
	8. audiovisual equipment.

	D. The value of a major renovation or of an investment of technology shall be equal to at least 50 percent of the per pupil allocation of state funds by the minimum foundation program formula for that year for the parish in which the school is located...

	§3905. Corporate Partner Representation on Charter Boards
	A. A charter agreement may provide, initially or by amendment, for a corporate partner to have representation on its governing or management board; however, such representation may not constitute a majority of the board. Such membership is subject to ...


	Chapter 40. Charter School Autonomy
	§4001. Applicability of State and Local Rules and Regulations
	A. Notwithstanding any state law, rule, or regulation to the contrary and except as may be otherwise specifically provided for in an approved charter, a charter school established and operated in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and its ...
	1. building maintenance;
	2. facility accessibility;
	3. asbestos detection and abatement;
	4. the sanitary code;
	5. pesticide use and safety;
	6. fire safety;
	7. safe work environments;
	8. the possession and safe use of weapons and hazardous materials;
	9. adolescent health initiatives and school health centers;
	10. hearing and vision screenings;
	11. immunizations and health records;
	12. communicable disease prevention;
	13. drug use prevention;
	14. eye safety and the use of protective goggles;
	15. missing children identification procedures;
	16. school and district accountability system.


	§4003. Applicability of State Laws
	A. Notwithstanding any state law, rule, or regulation to the contrary and except as may be otherwise specifically provided for in an approved charter, a charter school established and operated in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and its ...
	1. school entrance age, R.S. 17:222;
	2. corporal punishment, R.S. 17:416.1(B), and suspension of students, R.S. 17:223;
	3. expulsion of students, R.S. 17:224;
	4. attendance reporting, R.S. 17:232;
	5. admission of home study students, R.S. 17:236.2;
	6. unauthorized use of electronic communication devices, R.S. 17:239;
	7. smoking, R.S. 17:240;
	8. open meetings, R.S. 42:11 et seq.;
	9. public records, R.S. 44:1 et seq.;
	10. teaching regarding the United States Constitution, R.S. 17:261;
	11. teaching regarding the Federalist Papers and the Declaration of Independence, R.S. 17:268;
	12. in-service training regarding suicide prevention, R.S. 17:437.1;
	13. teaching regarding civics and free enterprise, R.S. 17:274.1;
	14. teaching regarding sex, R.S. 17:281;
	15. religious liberty of students, R.S. 17:2115 et seq.;
	16. pupil assessment, R.S. 17:24.4;
	17. any school and district accountability system required by law of a public school of similar grade or type;
	18. public bids for the erection, construction, alteration, improvement, or repair of a public facility or immovable property, Part II of Chapter 10 of Title 38 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950;
	19. Code of Governmental Ethics, R.S. 42:1101 et seq., with the exception of R.S. 42:1119 as it applies to any person employed by a charter school prior to August 15, 2003;
	20. electronic communication by an employee at a school to a student enrolled at that school, R.S. 17:81(Q);
	21. teaching regarding the state's Safe Haven Law, R.S. 17:81(R);
	22. inspection and operation of fire safety and prevention equipment, R.S. 17:81(S);
	23. teaching regarding dating violence, R.S. 17:81(T);
	24. reporting by a school bus operator employed by the governing authority of a public elementary or secondary school of his arrest for one or more of the specified offenses relative to operating a vehicle, R.S. 17:491.3;
	25. school master plans for supporting student behavior and discipline, R.S. 17:252;
	26. data collection system, R.S. 17:3911;
	27. reporting by a school employee employed by the governing authority of a public elementary or secondary school of his arrest for one or more of the specified offenses relative to sexual morality affecting minors, R.S. 17:16, any of the crimes provi...
	28. seclusion and physical restraint of students with exceptionalities, R.S. 17:416.21;
	29. teaching regarding Internet and cell phone safety, R.S. 17:280;
	30. instruction on the founding principles of the United States of America in American history and civics courses, R.S. 17:265;
	31. procedures on bullying pursuant to R.S. 17:416.13;
	32. school crisis management and response plans, R.S. 17:416.16;
	33. instruction relative to cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of automatic external defibrillators, R.S. 17:81(X);
	34. instruction and hotline number posting requirements relative to child assault awareness and prevention, R.S. 17:81(Y);
	35. deferred compensation plans, R.S. 17:81(Z);
	36. school bus loading and unloading provisions, R.S. 17:158(J);
	37. student information, R.S. 17:3913 and 3914;
	38. notification of homework assistance services, R.S. 17:182.1;
	39. prohibits suspension or expulsion of students in grades prekindergarten through five, R.S. 17:416(J);
	40. deaf child's bill of rights, R.S. 17:1960;
	41. instruction in cursive writing, R.S. 17:266;
	42. Louisiana Expectant and Parenting Students Act, R.S. 17:221.7;
	43. instruction in litter prevention and awareness, R.S. 17:267;
	44. administration of medication and exceptions thereto, R.S. 17:436.1.


	§4005. Other Statutory Requirements
	A. A charter school shall comply with state and federal laws and regulations otherwise applicable to public schools with respect to civil rights and individuals with disabilities.




